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Amendments to tlie Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1.-16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a radio module that scan:;* for available wireless access points which 

support two-wav data communications : 
a power supply coupled to the radio module; 

an electrical switch moun':ed on an external surface of the computer ^ 
system; and 01 
a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply; ^ 
wherein the seek logic cotimands the power supply to power the radio ^ 



module responsive to the actuation of the electrical switch; and 
wherein the radio module Sicans for available wireless access points, and 
indicates the availability of a wireless access point, both while the 
computer system is powered-off. 



CD 



18. (Previously presented) The computer system as defined in claim 17 q 
wherein the radio module further comprises: ^ 

a media access controller ooupied to a Universal Serial Bus (USB) of the 
computer system, the media access controller having a digital input 
signal coupled to t\\e seek logic, and wherein the media access 
controller scans for available wireless access points responsive to 
assertion of the digitisl input signal by the seek logic; 

a plurality of radio circuits that convert wireless communication from the 
computer system to radio frequency signals; and 

a signaling unit coupled to the media access controller that indicates the 
availability of a wirehsss access point. 



762566.01/1662.36600 



Page 2 of 1 8 hp pono 200301994-1 



PAGE 4/20 * RCVD AT 11/18/2005 4:54:45 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNI8:2738300 * C8ID:5123209181 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-S8 



11/18/2005 17:03 FAX 5123209181 



CONLEY ROSE PC 



@005 



Appl. Mo. 09/912,784 

Amdt dated November 18, 2005 

Reply to Office action of September 19, 2005 

19. (Original) The computer system as defir\ed In claim 18 wherein the 
signaling unit further comprises a light emitting diode (LED) coupled to the media 
access controller, and wherein th:3 media access controller lights the LED if a 
wireless access point is available. 

20. (Original) The computer s/stem as defined In claim 18 wherein the 
signaling unit further comprises a display device capable of scrolling text 
messages, and wherein the media access controller places text messages on the 
display device indicating the availaiDility of a wireless access point. 

21. (Previously presented) Th:5 computer system as defined in claim 17 
wherein the electrical switch furth'iir comprises a momentary push button switch 
mounted on an outer surface of a >.ideo display of the computer system. 

22. (Previously presented) A computer system comprising: 

a radio module that scans for available wireless access points; 
a power supply coupled to Ine radio module; 

an electrical switch mouni:ed on an external surface of the computer 
system; and 

a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply: 
wherein the seek logic commands the power supply to power the radio 
module responsive to the actuation of the electrical switch, the 
command only when the computer system is powered-off, and the 
command for the saime amount of time that the electrical switch is 
activated, thus requiring the user to hold electrical switch in the 
actuated position during a seek period of the media access 
controller; and 

wherein the radio module ::scans for available wireless access points, and 
indicates the availability of a wireless access point, both while the 
computer system is powered-off, 
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23. (Previously presented) Thc! computer system as defined in claim 22 
wherein the seek logic further comprises: 

a power supply enabled in out signal, wherein the power supply enabled 
input signal is asser:ed to indicate that the notebook computer is 
powered-on; and 

wherein the seek logic is further configured to refrain from commanding 
the radio module to perform a scan for available wireless access 
points if the power supply enabled input signal is asserted. 

24. (Previously presented) Th:5 computer system as defined in claim 17 
wherein, responsive to a momentary actuation of the electrical switch, the seek 
logic is configured to command the. power supply to power the radio module for a 
sufficient amount of time to allow :he radio module to perform a wireless access 
seek function, and wherein the seek logic commands the radio module to perform 
a scan for available wireless ciccess points responsive to the momentary 
actuation of the electrical switch. 

25. (Previously presented) The computer system as defined in claim 24 
wherein the seek logic further comprises: 

a power supply enabled irput signal, wherein the power supply enabled 
input signal is asse ted to indicate that the notebook computer is 
powered-on; and 

wherein the seek logic is llirther configured to refrain from commanding 
the radio module tc perform a scan for available wireless access 
points if the power s.jpp]y enabled input signal is asserted. 

26. (Currently amended) A m ijthod of finding wireless access points with a 
computing device, the method comprising: 

requesting a wireless acceiiis seek with the computing device powered-off; 
scanning for available wireless access points which support two-way data 
communication, the scanning with a wireless communication 
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module of the portal>le computing device while remaining portions 
of the computing device are powered-off; and 
indicating the availability ol* wireless access points while the remaining 
portions of the computing device are powered-off. 

27. (Original) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein requesting a 
wireless access seek further comprises actuating a momentary push-button. 

28. (Original) The method as defined in claim 27 wherein actuating a 
momentary push-button further co:Tiprises pushing a button mounted on an outer 
surface of the computing device. 

29. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein 
requesting a wireless access seek further comprises: 

enabling substantially only a power supply that supplies power to the 

wireless communicaiion module; and 
assertir>g a seek request signal to the wireless communication module. 

30. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein 
scanning for available wireless access points further comprises executing 
software in a microcontroller of the wireless communication module, and wherein 
the software controls various radio components in the wireless communication 
module. 

31. (Original) The method as defined in claim 26 wherein informing the user of 
the availability of wireless seek ^i.ccess points further comprises lighting a light 
emitting diode. 

32. (Currently amended) A computer comprising: 

a seek request button mou ited on an outer surface of the computer; 
a seek logic coupled to the seek request button; 
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a first power supply couplerl to the seek logic, and wherein the seek logic 
enables substantially only the first power supply responsive to 
assertion of the seek request button; 

a wireless communication module coupled to the seek logic and the first 
power supply, where:in the first power supply powers the wireless 
communication module, and wherein the seek logic enables the 
wireless communication module to perform seeking for wireless 
access points for network data communications, the seeking 
responsive to assertion of the seek request button; and 

a notification device coupled to the wireless communication module, 
wherein the notificiiition device indicates the unavailability of a 
wireless access poin :. 

33. (Original) The computer a;> defined in claim 32 wherein the notification 
device further comprises a light en itting diode. 

34. (Currently amended) A-eetvipu t or c om p ri sing : 

a s ee k r e qu es t button mour i t o d on an outer s urface of th e comput e r; - 
a s ee k l ogic coupi o d to th e -iseek- r e qu e st butto n ; 

a wir oloco commun i c a t i on - ffi odu l o coupled to th e -s ee k l og i c a nd a - f i r s t 



a - notificat i on d e vic e cou |:>lo d to th o w i rcl O G D commun i cat i on m e€U;>leT 




and 



whei 



i e n devic e ifld4cate&4he-avail 
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The computer as defined in cla im 32 wherein the seek logic refrains from 
enabling the wireless communicciticn module to perform seeking for wireless 
access clients if the computer is powered-on. 

35. (Cancelled). 

36. (Currently amended) A contputer system comprising: 

a means for activating a se:ek for a wireless access point mounted on an 

outer surface of the (:;omputer; 
a means for wireless ne:work access which supports two-way data 

communications : 
a first means for powering t ie means for wireless network access; 
a means for controlling the means for wireless network access coupled to 

the means for wlrehi^ss network access, the means for activating, 

and the means for powering: 
wherein the first means for powering powers substantially only the means 

for wireless network access, and wherein the means for controlling 

enables the means for wireless network access to perform a seek 

for wireless accesii* points responsive to assertion means for 

activating; and 

a means for notification of the unavailability of a wireless access point 
coupled to the means for wireless communication. 

37. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 36 wherein the means 
for activating a seek request for a wireless access client further comprises an 
electrical switch mounted on an outer surface of the computer system. 

38. (Currently amended) A^m put o r sy s t e m compri si ng: 

a m o an G for act i vat i ng a & :^ k for a wiro l e& s - a cc e s s p oi nt mount e d on a n 

outor surf a c e o f t h e comput e r; 
a m e a ns for wi rele ss - n etw<; i r k acc e ss; 
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a firot moans for pow o r ing 

the means for wirel< ;^s&-netw ork a cc oss . th e m e a ns for act ivatmgr 
ami- th e m o an s f o r p owerin g , 
The computer system as defined in claim 36 w herein the means for controlling 
refrains from enabling the means lor wireless network access to perform seeking 
for wireless access points if the computer system is powered-onj 

^4:^ereifv4he-fir-&t- m e a n s f o r -po wor i ng pow e rs su bst a n t iall y - G niy4he-ffleaf»& 
f.Qr-^vs^e&&H=>etAA^ei^: ^ afld-wheFeff>4he-means ^ or c o ntrolling 
ervabie s ^ th e m e ans -^of^^vlrele&s^^^^etwor^ to perfonn a see k 
for wir e l es s ac ce s tir— pe intG roopons i v o to ass e rtion m e ans f or 
act i vat i ng : an d 

a -m o ans for not ifi catiQ R- o f t he a v ailabili ty of a wiro l ocs aoG e ss poin t 
Goup lo d to th o moan & for wir e l e ss commun i c a t i on . 

39. (Previously presented) The computer system as defined in claim 36 
wherein the means for notificatior further comprises a light emitting diode (LED), 
and wherein the means for wireless network communication lights the LED to 
indicate the availability of a wireleJiiS access point. 

40. (Previously presented) A structure of a handheld device comprising: 
a seek request button mou ited on an outer surface of the device; 

a wireless communication nodule coupled to the seek request button, and 
wherein the wireles?: communication module seeks for availability of 
a wireless connection to the Internet for a computer, the seeking 
responsive to assertion of the seek request button; 

a system battery coupled to the wireless communication module, and 
wherein the system battery supplies power to the wireless 
communication module during seeks for wireless access points; 
and 
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a notification device coupled to the wireless communication module, 
wherein the notification device indicates the availability of a wireless 
access point. 

41. (Original) The handheld cevlce as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
notification device further compriseis a light emitting diode (LED). 

42. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 41 wherein the 
notification device further comprises a plurality of LEDs arranged in such a way 
as to indicate one of the availability and non-availability of wireless access. 

43. (Original) The handheld device as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
notification device further comprises a display device for displaying text 
messages indicative of the availability of wireless access. 

44. (Original) The handheld <ievice as defined in claim 40 wherein the 
wireless communication module further comprises: 

a microcontroller coupled to the seek request button and the system 
battery, and wherein the microcontroller is programmed to perform 
wireless access seeks responsive to assertion of the seek request 
button; 

a plurality of radio clrcui:s coupled to the microcontroller adapted to 
facilitate the microccmtroller's wireless access seeks. 



45. (Currently amended) A syi;tem comprising: 

a mobile computing systen i in a powered-off state; 

a wireless communication module which supports two-wav data 
communication, the wireless communication module coupled to the 
mobile computing system; and 

a seek enable button mounted on an exterior surface of one of the mobile 
computing system cr the wireless communication module: 
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wherein the wireless communication module, when commanded by a user 
actuating the seek finable button and while the mobile computing 
system is powered-off, scans for availability of wireless access to a 
network; and 

wherein the wireless communication module informs the user of availability 
of wireless access v.tiile the mobile computing system is powered- 
off. 

46. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 45 further 
comprising: 

a power supply coupled within the mobile computing system; 

wherein the power supply, responsive to actuating of the seek enable 
button by the user, isupplies power to the wireless communication 
module, and refrain:;i from powering the mobile computing system 
such that the mobile computing system remains powered-off. 

47, (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 46 further 
comprising: 

a seek logic coupled between the seek enable button and the power 
supply, the seek log c also coupled between the seek enable button 
and the wireless communication module; 

wherein the seek logic, responsive to assertion of the seek enable button, 
commands the power supply to supply power to the wireless 
communication mocule, and wherein the seek logic, responsive to 
assertion of the s:3ek enable button, commands the wireless 
communication modjie to scan for availability of wireless access to 
a network. 
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48. 



(Currently amended) A s ys 
^■st o r n 





sys t em; 

Gomputin g s yst e m er4he-AA4feless-eGmmurHGatiQ n modu le- 
ip^upfiiy^0upled-NA4t h i n the mo We-Go m puting-systemi^ 
agie-eeupled-bet w ee n t he see k enai^lo button a nd - th e pow ef 




e ommand s- th e p o^iver -s u p ply to s upply pow e r to th e wifetess 
Gomm unioat i on m erl u le, w he r ei n th e s ee k log i c, r e spo Rsive-^e 
a sGort l on o f t h e s- D ok enab le button, command s th e wir eless 
commun i cation modu lo to scan for ava il abi li ty of w i r el ess acc e ss - to 
a network, and 

The system ad defined in cla im 47 wherein the seek logic refrains from 
commanding the power supply and wireless communication module if the mobile 
computing system is powered-on- 

w here in th e wir o l e ss comn -i unic a t i on mod ule, w he n command ed- by a us e r 
actu a t i ng - th e see k -o nab lo button- -a nd - wh ile-the mob ile comput i ng 

wi^Feii^4=^e^A4Feles6^eGmff^ u n i c a t i on m o dul e i nfonT >&4he-bi6e^^f^avaUaM4ty 
of- w i r ole s s acc ess-^^'/hi lo the mo l^ie comput i n §-system4&^-pQwer-ed- 

wh o r oi n th o pow e r supp l y, r e spon s iv e to a ctuat in g o f tho seek e nab le 
bu tton by th e us e r, s uppl ies pow e r to th o w irele ss communicatio n 
modul e, a nd r e f raint:> fr o m pow e r i ng th o mobil e comput i ng cy s tom 
suc h th a t th e m o bi le c o mput i ng syst e m r e m ain s po w ere d -eff. 
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49. (Currently amended) A method comprising: 

accepting a command from a user of a powered-off mobile computing 
device to perfonn si. search for wireless network availability; and 
thereafter 

performing a search for wifeless network availability which supports two- 
way data communications, the performing bv a wireless 
communication module of the mobile computing device, and the 
performing while the mobile computing device is powered-off; and 

informing the user of an ou:come of the performing, the informing while the 
mobile computing duivice is powered-off. 

50. (Previously presented) T\ e method as defined in claim 49 wherein 
accepting further comprises sensing the actuation of a seek enable button on an 
exterior surface of one of the mobile computing device or the wireless 
communication module. 

51. (Previously presented) T\ e method as defined in claim 49 wherein 
informing further comprises lightin :) a light emitting diode. 

52. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 49 wherein 
informing further comprises scrolling a message across a liquid crystal display. 

53. (Previously presented) The computer system as defined in claim 17 
wherein the radio module indicatiijs the unavailability of a wireless access point 
while the computer system is powered-off. 

54. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 

a radio module that scans 1 or available wireless access points that support 

two-way data commjnications : 
a power supply coupled to rhe radio module; 
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an electrical switch mounied on an external surface of the computer 
system; and 

a seek logic coupled to the <:jlectrical switch and the power supply; 

wherein the seek logic commands the power supply to power the radio 
module responsive to the actuation of the electrical switch; and 

wherein the radio module 5;cans for available wireless access points, and 
indicates the availability of a wireless access point, both before the 
an operating system of the computer system is booted. 

55. (Previously presented) The computer system as defined in claim 54 
wherein the radio module indicates the unavailability of a wireless access point 
before the operating system of the computer system is booted. 
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